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A CYOX i Special Call for June/July 2008
A How we got there

A What to expect on 6m that far north

A 2m & HF operation

A Sporadic-E propagation paths

A Highlights of the trip
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AThe special event call sign CYOX commemorates
the 225th anniversary of the Loyalist Landing in
Nova Scotia

AA special CYO 2x1 call, rare 6m grid square FN93,
separate DXCC 1 all equals big pileups!

Awritten permission is required from both the
Federal Government and the Canadian Coast
Guard before setting foot on Sable
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DXpedition ops:

APete, VE3IKV
ADick, KSAND
Achris, W3CMP

July 2008 Copyright 2008



CYOX 6m 2m + HF DXpedition

How we got there:

APete drove the equipment by truck from VE3 to VE2
Quebec, then south through VE9 and VE1 to Halifax
airport i total distance: 1,800km (1,100 miles)

ADick and Chris hand carried their transceivers and
flew from Texas & Pennsylvania to Halifax, complete
with fog delays and flight cancellations & re-routing

ARendezvous was at the Hilton airport hotel at Halifax
on Tuesday, June 24th
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Asable Island is approximately 20 miles long by 1 mile
wide and is located on the eastern edge of the North
American continental shelf, 150 miles southeast of
Halifax, Nova Scotia

AThe island is home to 300 wild horses, and is a huge
breeding ground for hundreds of thousands of Grey
and Harbour seals, and Arctic terns

ADue to its remote location, any medical emergency
requi res evacuation to the m
expense
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AThe flight to Sable Island is across 150 miles of
open water of the North Atlantic ocean

AThe aircraft is a Britten-Norman Islander, which is
one of the few planes that is equipped to land on a
beach, since there is NO airport or navigation aid
on Sable Island

Aweight limit for the flight to Sable is only 1,400
pounds including operators, equipment, food, etc.!

ACost of the charter for getting from Halifax to Sable
and back again is VERY expensive - $10,000 total
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Afi T hs&alugsuak, or Greenland Shark is the only

shark that lives year-round in polar waters, and

can grow to a length of more than six meters (20

feet) and a weight of 1,800 pounds. In Canada, it

has been found in the North Atlantic as far south

as Nova Scotia. It is thought to be responsible for
hundreds of seal carcasses with bizarre, spiral-

shaped wounds, that have washed ashore on
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We find out later that there are TEN different
species of sharks found off
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Awe are very fortunate to have a fog-free weather
window for our scheduled June 25 flight to the
Island T fog delays in June & July can be over a
week | ong, as we were to

AAs it was, we were still 130 pounds overweight and
a lot of important gear had to go on a second flight,
with no guarantee when it was going to arrive. We
got VERY lucky that it made it later that same day,
otherwise we could have been off HF entirely for
the whole trip, since food flights to the island are
usually only once every 2 weeks
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Aunder the capable direction of island staff, a safe
runway area is marked out on the sandy beach and
Its orientation and dimensions are communicated
directly to Debbie - our pilot in the air

AThe island Officer-in-Charge, Gerry Forbes then
parks the 4x4 truck at the beginning of the beach
runway so that the pilot can locate the marked out
area
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